The Body Rituals of the Nacirema

Varley – AP HuG
1. On sheet - After reading the Nacirema, have students write down the possible equivalent American counterparts for:

a. Shrines

b. Charms or magic potions

c. Specialized practitioners

d. Charm box

e. Holy-mouth man

f. Vestal maiden

g. Listener

2. Try to think of things that members of other cultures might find surprising about us?
3. How does Body Ritual Among the Nacirema help us understand our own view of other cultures and how we are viewed by other cultures? 
4. Why do some of the practices and rituals of other cultures seem odd or foreign to us? How do our own cultural norms affect our understanding and perception of other cultures?

5. What assumptions do we make about other cultures? What are some examples of practices in other cultures that we find odd and hard to understand? (For example, arranged marriages, eating and preparing unusual foods, ritual body piercing, rites of passage.)
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